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 the annual value of £10 unfurnished.  The latter Act enfranchised
many agricultural labourers.
The borough franchise before 1832 varied from borough to
borough.1 The most common qualifications were: tenure of land,
membership of a corporate body, tenure of particular tenements, and
in certain cases merely residence. The Act of 1832, in addition to
disfranchising many boroughs and transferring the seats to counties
and large towns, established for the boroughs a uniform occupation
franchise for any male who occupied as owner or tenant any house,
shop or other building of the annual value of £10. The Act of 1867,
which enfranchised the artisan class, extended the franchise to any
male householder occupying a separate dwelling-house, and to
lodgers occupying lodgings of the annual value, unfurnished, of £10.
The borough franchise was substantially unaffected by the Act of
1884. This Act was followed by a further redistribution of seats,
based on the general principle of equal electoral districts, each
returning a single member.
The Representation of the People Act, 1918, established a uniform
franchise for county and borough constituencies. This Act also
redistributed seats, increasing the total membership of the House,
which was 658 in 1832 and 670 in 1885, to 707- The creation of the
Irish Free State in 1922 reduced the membership to 615. The fran-
chise was given to all adult males possessing the qualifications either
of residence or of the occupation of business premises. The franchise
was also given to women of thirty years of age who, or whose hus-
bands, occupied, in accordance with the requirements as to occupa-
tion for local government franchise, land or premises of the annual
value of not less than £5 or a dwelling-house. In the university con-
stituencies2 all male graduates were entitled to vote, and all women
of the age of thirty who were either graduates, or would have been
graduates, if their university had admitted women to degrees, Dis-
qualification by reason of receipt of outdoor poor relief was abolished
by the Act of 1918 for both the parliamentary and local government
franchise.
A uniform qualification for men and women was introduced by
the Representation of the People Act, 1928. The effect of this Act,
which amended the Representation of the People Act, 1918, was that
the franchise could be exercised by all adults possessing one or more
of the following qualifications:
(a) Residence for a qualifying period of three months ending on
June 1.
1 See Ubert and Carr, Parliament, Chap. II. (Home University Library).
a The Universities of Oxford and Cambridge returned burgesses to Parliament
since the time of James I. All the universities in the United Kingdom were
represented in the House of Commons elected in 1945,

